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1. A few remarks on Romanian morphology

Many comments could be made regarding Romanian morphology, as it is much more intricate than English morphology and differs from the latter in point of origin. One should not forget that English is a Germanic language, while Romanian comes from Latin, and Latin in its turn had a very intricate morphology. Another specification that is required is the fact that English morphology is far more developed and due to this fact is simpler and more systematic. Romanian morphology, for instance, has a rich and varied verbal inflection. In this respect it suffices to specify that the great Swedish Romanist Alf Lombard has dedicated a vast monograph in two volumes to the Romanian verb (over 1200 pages). In “Grammar of the Romanian Language”, published by the Romanian Academy and whose point of view underlies the present paper, it is admitted that there are four verbal conjugations in Romanian. However, there are Romanian and foreign researchers who consider that we have 6, 8, 10, 12 and even 14 conjugations.


Romanian displays very many different pronominal forms and adjectival classes (the latter having 4 suffixes, 3 suffixes, only 2 suffixes, as well as a few categories of non-flexible adjectives). According to certain researchers there are about 10 declensions for the Romanian adjective. We also have four types of articles out of which the most important is the definite article. It is usually post-posed (i.e. located at the end of the word), but there are many nouns that can receive, in Genitive – Dative, a pre-posed article.


The Romanian noun is also extremely intricate, because Romanian exhibits three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter. Romanian is the only language of Latin origin that has retained the neuter gender, most likely under the influence of Slavic. Having three genders, Romanian also has a rich and varied nominal inflection. It is especially the plural of Romanian nouns that is formed with various endings, to which various differentiating markers are added, among them the phonetic alternations (vocalic and consonantic) being the most important. An example (among many others) is given by the feminine noun stradă (‘street’) that has the plural form străzi. Another example is the noun roată (‘wheel’) that has the plural form roţi. As one can notice, the plural differs from the singular by the i ending (opposed to the singular ă ), by the vocalic alternation a/ă and the consonantic one d/z. In the second case the vocalic alternation is oa/o, and the consonantic one is t/ţ, triggered (as it was the case in the first example) by the presence of  i. There are hundreds of Romanian nouns that have two plural forms, but, in most cases, only one is accepted by the norms of literary language. In other cases both forms are correct, something that does not happen in English, where the plural form of nouns is usually regular and is formed by the addition of an s to the singular form.


In what follows we shall proceed according to the point of view of the “Grammar of the Romanian Language” published by the Romanian Academy and we shall exemplify the inflectional approach to morphology in the case of Romanian nouns and adjectives.

2. The paradigm

As it is noted in [3], “the non-flexible words have a unique form of representation and are easy to analyze from a lexical point of view. The flexible ones change their form in different syntactic situations, i.e. they can be declined or conjugated. The sum of all the flexionary forms of a word represents its paradigm.” In what follows, the paradigm that we shall take into consideration is the following:  

P::  {Stem + Flective}


Within this paradigm the stem may vary due to phonetic alternations or irregular forms.  We would like to emphasize the fact that we are using the term stem and not that of  root.  By ‘stem’, ‘theme’ or ‘thema’ linguists denote the stem of the word to which affixes / infixes can be added. Thus, the stem represents the inflexional base of a word to which other elements, such as thematic vowels and consonants, inflections etc. are added. Obviously, in many cases, the stem of a word can be identical to its root. More details concerning the use of this terminology in Romanian can be found in [2]. 


Unlike the stem, which is compulsory, the flective can be zero. Again according to [3], the flective varies according to the grammatical categories of the part of speech. In the case of nouns, for instance, this variation is determined by number, case, gender and determination. In the case of verbs it corresponds to mood, tense, number and person. Within the same part of speech, the flective corresponding to different grammatical categories can have different forms. This is the criterion according to which words that are different but which belong to the same part of speech are grouped in flexionary classes. The flectives that characterize a specific flexionary class are the same for all words belonging to that class.


When studying the generation of Romanian noun and adjective forms it has been considered (see 3.) that the flective either is zero, either is formed of  a connecting vowel and a definite article (whenever it may be the case) or of an inflectional ending and a definite article (whenever it may be the case).

3. Generation of Romanian noun and adjective forms

3.1. NOUNS

In the  case of Romanian nouns three genders exist (masculine, feminine and neuter) and two main types of inflection are known: inflection with a definite article and inflection with a non- definite article. In the case of each following rule inflexion with a definite article as well as with a non-definite article are shown. The following abbreviations have been used: ‘N’ for nominative, ‘AC’ for accusative, ‘G’ for genitive, ‘D’ for dative, ‘sg.’ for singular, ‘pl.’ for plural, ‘Infl.’ for inflectional ending, ‘Conv.’ for connecting vowel and ‘Art.’ for article.

1.a.  MASCULINE NOUNS

Rule no. 1

Definite article

          sg.                                                                        pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l              N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i

G + D:    Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - lui          G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor 

Non - definite article

            sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC:  Stem                                              N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i 
G + D:     Stem                                              G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

Rule no. 2

Definite Article

            sg.                                                                        pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le               N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i 
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - lui             G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Non - definite article

             sg.                                                                        pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                               N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i

G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e                               G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

1.b.  NEUTER NOUNS

Rule no.3

Definite article 

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l             N + AC: Stem + Infl. - uri + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Conv.  - u + Art. - lui        G + D:    Stem  + Infl. - uri  + Art. - lor

Non - definite article

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem                                               N + AC: Stem + Infl. - uri
G + D:    Stem                                               G + D:   Stem + Infl. - uri
Rule no. 4

Definite article

              sg.                                                                       pl.
N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - lui              G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - lor

Non - definite article 

               sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem                                                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e
G + D:    Stem                                                   G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e

EXCEPTION (Rule specifics):

· change of vowel in the stem : N,G,D,AC pl. - o/oa
Rule no. 5

Definite article

                sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l                 N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - lui             G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Non - definite article

                 sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - u                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i

G + D:    Stem + Infl. - u                                  G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

Rule no.  6

Definite article

              sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - lui                G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art.-  lor 

Non - definite article  

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e                                 G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e

1.c. FEMININE NOUNS

Rule no. 7

Definite article

               sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - a                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - le

G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i                    G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor 

Non - definite article 

                 sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i

G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i                                    G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

EXCEPTION:

· change of vowel in the stem: G,D sg. / N,G,D,AC pl. - a/ă

Rule no.8

Definite article

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Art. - a                                  N + AC:  Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                   G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art.- lor

Non - definite article

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i                                            
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i                                  G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

Rule no. 9

Definite article

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Art. - a                                   N + AC: Stem + Infl.- e + Art.- le     
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                    G + D:    Stem + Infl.- e + Art.- lor

Non - definite article

               sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - ă                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e                                  G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e

EXCEPTION:

· change of vowel in the stem: G,D sg. / N,G,D,AC pl. - ea/e

Rule no. 10

Definite article

                  sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem +  Art. - a                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - le

G + D:    Stem +  Infl. - i + Art. - i                     G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Non - definite article

                   sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - ă                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i

G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i                                     G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

 2.  ADJECTIVES

Adjective inflexion rules in Romanian also depend on the type of article occurring (definite or non-definite) as well as on the noun - adjective topic (the adjective precedes the noun or occurs after it). In our implementation we have distinguished among the following rules (where the abbreviations are the same as before):

Rule no. 1 

This rule refers to adjectives with four endings and no phonetical change within the stem. In what follows it shall be described according to the type of article, the topic and the gender of the adjective. Let us note that, for the Romanian language, in the case of all adjective inflection rules, we have

Neuter SG. = Masculine SG.         and         Neuter PL. = Feminine PL.

this being the reason for which the neuter gender will not be separately taken into account.

Rule no. 1 can then be described as follows:

1.1. Non - definite article (with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine

            sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem                                                     N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i
G + D:   Stem                                                    G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

Feminine

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem + Infl. - ă                                     N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e 

G + D:  Stem + Infl. - e                                      G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e 

1.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

                  sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i
G + D:   Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - lui               G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Feminine

                    sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Art. - a                                     N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                     G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - lor

EXCEPTIONS:

- for adjectives with the stem ending in consonant t, the same stem ends in ţ for masculine plural - phonetic (consonant) change within the stem in masculine plural (both for 1.1. and for  1.2.):  t / ţ ;  stem ending in ţ + Infl. - i; 

- for adjectives with the stem ending in consonant s, the same stem ends in ş for masculine plural - phonetic change within the stem in masculine plural: s/ş;  stem ending in ş + Infl. - i;

- for adjectives with the stem ending in consonant d, the same stem ends in z for masculine plural - phonetic change within the stem  in masculine plural:  d/z;  stem ending in z + Infl. - i;

- for adjectives having vowel o in the last syllable, phonetic (vowel) change within the stem for feminine singular and plural: o/oa;

- for adjectives having vowel ă in the last syllable, phonetic change within the stem for masculine and feminine plural: ă/e
Rule no. 2

This rule refers to adjectives with four endings, having the stem ending in a vowel, and having a different termination in masculine singular. It can be described, according to the same criteria, as follows:

2.1. Non - definite article (with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine

                sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - u                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i

G + D:    Stem + Infl. - u                                    G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

Feminine

                  sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - ă                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - e                                    G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e

2.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

                    sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - u + Art. - l                       N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - u + Art. - lui                   G + D:    Stem + Infl.- i + Art. - lor
Feminine
                      sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Art. - a                                      N + AC: Stem + Infl.- e + Art. - le
G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                        G + D:   Stem + Infl.- e + Art. - lor

Rule no. 3

This rule refers to adjectives with three endings and having the stem ending in a consonant; because they contain vowel “o” in the last syllable, they have the phonetic change o/oa in feminine sg. and pl.. The rule can be described, according to the same criteria, as follows:

3.1. Non - definite article (with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine

             sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem                                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i 

G + D:    Stem                                                  G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

Feminine

              sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e
G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e                                    G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e

3.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

                sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i 

G + D:    Stem + Conv. - u +Art. - lui                G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Feminine

                sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - a                    N + AC: Stem + Infl.- e + Art. - le

G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                     G + D:    Stem + Infl.- e + Art. - lor

Rule no. 4
This rule also refers to adjectives having three endings. However, within this class, the stem ends in a vowel and the distribution of the terminations is different. The rule can be described, according to the same criteria, as follows:

4.1. Non - definite article (with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine

               sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem  + Infl. - u                                  N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i
G + D:   Stem +  Infl. - u                                  G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

Feminine

                sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i
G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i                                    G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

4.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

               sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem + Infl. - u + Art. - l                     N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i 

G + D:   Stem + Infl. - u  + Art. - lui                G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - lor

Feminine

                 sg.                                                                       pl.

N +AC: Stem + Art. - a                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - le
G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - i                     G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i  + Art. - lor

Rule no. 5

This rule also refers to adjectives havig three endings. The stem ends in a consonant but the distribution of the terminations is different than that of rule     no. 3. The rule can be described, according to the same criteria, as follows:

5.1. Non-definite article (with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine 

                 sg.                                                                       pl.

N + AC: Stem                                                   N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i 
G + D:    Stem                                                   G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i 

Feminine

                  sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - ă                                     N + AC: Stem + Infl.- i
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i                                      G + D:   Stem + Infl.- i

5.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

                    sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - l                     N + AC: Stem + Infl.- i + Art. - i
G + D:    Stem + Conv. - u + Art. - lui                 G + D:    Stem + Infl.- i + Art.-lor 

Feminine

                    sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Art. - a                                      N + AC: Stem + Infl.- i + Art.- le
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i                        G + D:   Stem + Infl.- i + Art.- lor

EXCEPTION:

- phonetic change within the stem in feminine sg., N +AC:  e/ea

Rule no. 6

This rule refers to adjectives having two endings and the stem ending in a consonant. It can be described, according to the same criteria, as follows:

6.1. Non - definite article ( with the adjective occurring either before or after the noun) + definite article (with the adjective occurring after the noun):

Masculine

                sg.                                                                      pl.

N +AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i
G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e                                    G + D:   Stem + Infl. - i

Feminine

                 sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e                                    N + AC: Stem + Infl. - i
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i                                    G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i

6.2. Definite article with the adjective occurring before the noun:

Masculine

                  sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - le                   N + AC: Stem + Infl.- i + Art.- i

G + D:   Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - lui                   G + D:   Stem + Infl.- i + Art.- lor

Feminine

                   sg.                                                                      pl.

N + AC: Stem + Infl. - e + Art. - a                     N + AC: Stem + Term - i + Art. - le
G + D:    Stem + Infl. - i + Art. - i                      G + D:    Stem + Infl.- i + Art. - lor

Rule no. 7

This rule refers to adjectives with only one ending - invariant adjectives. For all cases they consist only of a stem, ending in a vowel.
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